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| Good and able rf: are e atigated (nd only as pri- 
vate members of the community, but alſo as public perſons) with a 2 
tender concernment for the good of that public which is committed to 

cheir care, and of which they are properly Guardians: whence they are 
9 naturally influenced, and neceſſarily determined, zealouſly to purſue _ 

whatever — | any and wiſdom can diate to render 9 | 
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Rom the N lines of 40085 120 man 
and able politician, i it is evident that Mi- 
niſters ought to be inſpired with the Poſ- 
uns of the community, and thoroughly acquaint- 

ed with its Wa, in order to Lacks it, and 
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make the Nation, under their attentive and ju- 


dicious adminiſtration, perfectly and permanently 
great and flouriſhing; to the unſpeakable j Joy of 
every ſubject, and to the admiration of ſenſible 
foreigners, who will reſpect and fear us in pro- 
; portion as the wiſdom of Miniſters tends to pro- 
mote our ſafety, credit, and ſtrength, which e- 
— ** __ their conduct. 


1 have often Sed my country on the with» 


choice which his Majeſty made of a Secretary of 
State for the Southern Department in the perſon 
of the Earl of Shelburne; and 1 have now the ho- 
nour to congratulate with your Lordſhip, upon 
the appointment's being conformable tothe wiſhes 
and intereſt of his ſubjects, who are greatly pleaſe 
ed to ſee their moſt i important concerns entruſted 
to your Lordſhip's good heart and able hands. 
For they are ſenſible, that you are powerfully 
animated with the deſires of the people, and e- 
minently poſſeſſed of abilities to promote the glo- | 
i ry of an excellent Pzixcs, and the felicity of 
pour Compatriots : this, my Lord, is not the 
d ffect of officious aden but the obvious 
"fs % | 4 truth ; 


A 


K 


truth, as it manifeſtly appears from that indefa- 
tigable aſſiduity, and cloſe attention to the intereſt 
of the kingdom, which has been conſpicuous in 
the whole of your Lordſhip's conduct ſince you 
have been in the Miniſtry, and which has ſo 
much recommended you to the affections of the 
people, that every intelligent individual (who is 
a a real friend to this nation) breathes a ſincere 


wiſh that you may long continue an ornament in 


that high department of ſtate where you preſide 
with ſo much ſatisfaction and glory to your Royal 

Maſter, with ſo much credit and advantage to 
the kingdom, and with ſo much honour to your- 


ny n "y wa ;uſtice to your- 5 
[ Lordſhip! s great merit, in a miniſterial capacity, 5 
by expreſſing, not my priyate ſentiments alone, : 
but thoſe of the whole community. whoſe inte- 
reſt is committed to your care; this inference 
may reaſonably he drawn, that your Lordſhip 
will ever be found ready to lend your attention 
to, and to employ. your influence about what- | 
. in your department, materially concergs 


this 


— — 


11 1 


this vaſt commercial ſtate. I therefore, in con- 


ſequence of this well grounded preſumption, re- 
cur to your Lordſhip, and (on behalf of the 


whole nation in general, and, in particular, of the 


the numerous merchants, traders, manufactu- 
rers, and navigators, - Who either trade to, or are 
directly or indirectly concerned in the Mediterra- 
nean trade) moſt carneſtly ſolicit for your pro- 
tection of our commerce to Spain, Italy and 
Turkey, as I apprehend the care of thoſe valua- 
ble branches of our extenſive trade properly be- 
longs to your Lordſhip's department! in the ſtate; 
and which, in my eſtimation, are of ſo great 
importance to this manufacturing, maritime and 
trading kingdom, as to be, in their innumerable 
operations of cauſes and conſequences, invaluable; 
a and therefore they certainly merit the immediate 
attention and auſpices of an able and n 

| n.. 15 


That this account may not appear exagge- 


rated, or the effuſions of an enthuſiaſtic zeal, I 
preſume to offer a few hints to your Lordſhip's 


conſideration; which, tho? they are immenſely 0 


[ 5 1 


important, will, I am convinced in my own 
mind, be excedingly magnified by the ſuperior 
penetration of Lord Shelburne, who is very capa- 
ble of judging of future effedis from preſent cauſes, 
and who, therefore, does not confine his views 
(like many pretenders to politics) to the narrow 
Circle of his acquaintance, or to a ſingle body of 
people, but as things do at pr eſent, and are 
moſt likely to opperate hereafter upon us, direct- 
| ly by our own meaſures, and rar by che 
various . of o r nations. N 


ol Hepes in is, w aa when were it Ty * 5 
write only to your Lordſhip, it would be alto- 
|  -gether unneceſſary for me to expatiate upon the 
importance of the extenſive ſubject under conſi- 
deration, becauſe a word to the wiſe is ſuffici- 
cient; your quick Conception, and acute Pene- 
tration, joined to a ſolid Judgment, would fur- 
niſh the reſt: but my deſign is to inform other 
Miniſters. and Senators, that they may alſo be 
alarmed at our-preſent dangers, and animated 
by them to co-operate with your Lordſhip for te 
preſervatign of our commerce, and for the ſecu- 
| | 36 nity 


pan 2 x: 2 i” 8 * * 4 * ; 5 ” 
- 5 ry * - W * * at n * « w < 
"wy oa. 7 r 
* A — 1 at SA e 
IF 5 2 > 2 A N eee 4 * — ” 2K 
* 8 1 8 1 2 - * "0; ch ©, 
f . c oa Ty C3 
: 1 os Ll a e * r 
„ . ¹ůãůeâů⸗anmdmn K r + ter ag . 9 . wer ; 
4 - 


1s] | 
rity of the general peace of Europe, againſt the 


ambition of our” reſtleſs Competitors and natu- 


ral Enemies of the Houſe of Bourbon, united by 


rhe formidable confederacy, politically, and not 
improperly, call'd the FamiLy ComeacrT. ” And 


this reaſon, I hope, will prevail on your Lord- 


. ſhip's diffuſive goodneſs and benignity to par- 


don my. nun But to the — AN 


ny 


17M he conifidlersble quantities . Woollen Goods, : 


Wheat, Tin, Birmingham Manufactures, and other 
Faple Commodities (which this country navigates 
to the STRArTs, for the markets of Spain, Italy, 
and Turkey), are too well known to ſo great 
= judge as your Lordſhip, (and, I believe, to 


every Miniſter and Senator) to require an eſti- 


mation of their real importance to Great -Bri- 
tain; ſo I ſhall not preſume to take up your 


Lordſhip's time about them, more than juſt to 


obſerve, in general, that the commerce of Ex- 


-PoRTS (which gives the ballance of trade, and 


makes a commercial nation great and flouriſh- 


ing), in theſe ſeveral branches of Engliſh Traffic 


alone, renders the Mediterranean trade inmen/ely 


valuable, both on the account of EMPLOYMENT | 
(which 


13 ; 
(which thoſe manufactures give to many. thou- 
ſands of ſubjects) by induſtry at home, and 
navigation abroad, and becauſe they. increaſe. 
his Majeſty's Revenue, by the means of con- 
ſiderable duties and contributions; which are 


neceſſarily and inevitably exacted of the ſub- 
jet for the expence and — of Govern- 


ment. 


I ſhall therefore, my Lord, with permiſſion, 

_ paſs from theſe things and their innumerable con- 
ſequences (which are almoſt univerſally known) 

to a more particular account of our FisnERIEA 
of cod at Newfoundland, of herrings at Yar- 
mouth, and of pilchards at Falmouth z which, 

a they are the fruits of InpvsTRY alone, are 
inexpreſſibly valuable to Great-Britain ; not only | 

-in regard to the annual value, or amount of theſe 

three ſpecies of Fish taken out of the Sea, 
but becauſe they employ a great quantity of 
ſhipping, and Kupport a great number of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; who are, through theſe 
means, and theſe only, kept active and ready 
tor ſervice upon every occaſion of a war; beſides 
| other 


* 


12 7 


other great national advantages of duties, Ec. 

that neceffarily flow, in various channels, from 
ſuch valuable and extenſive branches of trade, 
or foreign commerce,; which being the great 
Source of a trading ſtate, it ſhould be the 
| principle object of our ayn, and of miniſte- 
rial care, 
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Th compute, my Lord, that from thirty to 

5 _ ſixty thouſand hogſheads of pilchards ( according 
= me ſeaſons are good of bad) are taken and 
4 3 8 exported annually from F almouth—the medium 
= which is forty five thouſand: this fiſh, af 
1 ter paying the fiſhermen, and the profits of 
. reſidentiary merchants or factors, is gene- 
rally fold from 18 5! to 36 5. per hogſhead (there 
being three fiſheries of the winter, ſummer, and 
autumn catch) the medium of price is there- 
fore about 275. per hogſhead : and calculating 
the fupport of the fiſhermen, the benefits of 
the factors, and the profits at foreign markets, | 
at 13s. per hogſhead more, they are, © from 
firſt to laſt, that is, from the time they are 


; caught, fo the time they are fold abroad, wort . 
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49-4, per hogſnead, which makes an annual 


cooperage, c. which are likewiſe an acquiſition 
of Wealth and En ent to this nation, and, 


5 en. — of Ng wine! moment ta. * 


1 400 L my when, hay we n ex- 


monk from fifzeen to thirty thouſand barrels of red 
; token am Larpnough (the medium of which 
houſand), which generally 

re 3 ren. to 18 J. per laſt (con- 
i ane ten wan the eee ener 
wing 104. per 

a (for the — wag were juſt men- 
tioned above, in regard to profits from firſt to 
laſt), they would be worth 405. per barrel, and, 
of conſequence, make an yearly amount of 
46,000 J. beſides the addition of in with 

ene fa. as abo ge. 


ſell. il the 


8 


amount of 90, 999 4.,, beſides. freights, duties, 


. Thus cheſe.. Pay eln e 5 5 | 
caught upon the Britiſh, coaſt, make together 


an annual n 136, 000 J. treaſure to 
. n v4 dean Ws 
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Great Britain; beſides the innumerable beppy 


and unalienable conſequences of the Ixus TRY by 
which they are taken, cured, and exported, and 


che channels through which they operate conſe- 


quentially: and (what is worthy of great atten- 


tion) without theſe productions of the bounti- 
ful watery element, thoſe particular parts of his 
Majeſty's dominions would” be of no value to 
the ſtate; but, on the contraty, a very great 
burthen to the Government; and the ſubjects 
WhO inhabit them, would neceſſarily either be 
reduced to want and miſery, or elſe induced to 
migrate for employment to ſupport themſelves; 
which would be a very melancholy ſituation” for 
them, and a great loſs and embarraſſment to 
this Government, which is already to much 
ee n other — eil. ee 
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From whats 1 havs! the a ard to n 


10 your Lordſhip, I - think no individual can 
doubt the great importance of theſe two articles 
of fiſn taken on the Britiſh coaſt; I shall, there- 
ez take my leave of them, and pt 
1 ſpeak of the- Freneny and Tu AbE of Newfound- . 
: Hand; which are ſtill more conſiderable, and, 


| conſequently 


« d to 5 


1 


U 1 1 J . * 


conſequently, more valuable in many reſpects 
to this nation, than the fiſheries of herrings and 
s, and the effects conſequent to them. 


Pilchards, 
To; prove this I ſhall preſume to expatiate a 
little more upon the ſubject of that Commerce. 
which is, in numberleſs caſes, very eſſential to 


the ſecurity and proſperity of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects and dominions; and I hope to have your 
Lordſhip's forgiveneſs for ſo doing, eſpecially as 
this great trade, like. the other two. branches of 


| fiſhery, depends almoſt entirely upon our come 


merce to the Mediterranean ſeas; for the fiſh 
which is ſent. from the land to Portugal, and 
the Spaniſh ports without the Straits, is very 5 

inconſiderable when compared with that which 

is ſent to the Mediterranean. And, perhaps, 7 

(for it is more than probable) | if our Strait's 


trade was to fall a ſacrifice to the boundleſs am- 


bition of the powers united in the FamiLy 
Cour acr, we ſhould loſe that part of our 
Newfoundland trade too; as we may reaſonably 
; ſuppoſe, - that our good friends the Spaniards, 
(who -now differ only i in name with Frenchmen) 0 
and our e allies the \Portygueze would 
then 


4 
* 


then i deſert us, and be ſupplied by the 
| French, whom the latter ſeem already greatly in- 


lined to favor; and as the Premier Miniſter of 
Portugal has always been very much prepoſſeſſed 
in favor of the French nation, and greatly pre- 
Judiced againſt the Engliſh, nothing but an op- 


portunity is wanting in the Miniſtry of our moſt 


faithful allies to ruin our Trade, which has re- 


ceived repeated obſtructions and indignities from 
them; to the reproach of their gratitude and 
ſenſe, but more to our loſs, and to the reproach 
of our own puſillanimity. But this is a deviation 
from my ſubject, and T aſk your Lordſhip's par- 
| don for the digreſſion which TI have made, to : 
ew the precariouſneſs of our dependence on 


Portugal for our Newfoundland, or indeed any 


other branch of trade whatever — to ſhew the 
intrinſic value of Roman Catholic Virtie and 
Fideliy; and the bad policy of a wicked Miwi- 
sven, who acts contrary to the glory of his 
royal maſter, and to the happineſs of his ſub- 
jedts z and contrary even to common ſenſe, which 8 


teaches governors, that the preſervation of a na- 
ion odd * place of e inclination and 


443 * 


reſentment 
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reſentment, as well as of all other conſidera- 


tions, either of a private or public nature: but, 


my Lord, this maxim of common ſenſe ſcems 


Portugal, for the gratification of mercenary, 
A | and vindictive private . = 


When the reſtleſs F reach. 1 1 fo 


far compaſſed his point as to have ruined our 
| connections in the Mediterranean, and ſhut out 
our Newfoundland trade to the Straits, and has 


alſo obtained the preference at the ports of Por- 


tugal and Spain without, the French may then, 
my Lord, take poſſeſſion of Newfoundland en- 
 tirely; as the fiſhery will, in that caſe, be of 
nod ſervice to us, when we have loſt the means = 
ef ſelling the fiſh. And indeed it would then 
| be veryiablint +for the Eaglith u br any 
| thing to do with Newfoundland; for we ſhould 
de worſe than Bedlamites to run great riſks, and 
lay out our money in the fiſhery of cod, and 
be ar the vaſt expence of an annual naval arma- 
ment to protect that quarter, after it is not 
worth protecting; which will be the caſe, if 


we. 


1 
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we ſhould be ſnut out from every market, and 
have no place where to carry the fiſh for ſale 
after it is caught: for, I believe, our own nu- 
merous Roman Catholics (numbers of which I 
Ry are jeſuitical emiſſaries from the French, 
Sc.) have more ſenſe, or at leaſt nicer ſtomachs, 
even in Lent, than to eat ſalt fiſh, while they 
can live upon the fat of the land, and be fed 
with freſh. delicacies. 


1 1 my * we export annually 
| dt three hundred thouſand kintals of cod 
fiſh, vulgarly called baccalla, from Newfound- 
land. Now, ſuppoſing the fiſh (great and 
| ſmall) to ſell upon an average at 12.5., the kin- 
tal at the land, for the Spaniſh, Portugueze, and 
Italian markets; and allowing for the benefit 
of the merchants who ſell at that price on 
the ſpot, and for the profits at foreign mar- 
kets, we may ſafely calculate the fiſn to be 
worth to this nation, from firſt to laſt (that 
is, from the time it is taken out of the ſea, 
until it is fold at foreign markets) 205. the 
kintal, which would amount to an acquiſition of 
300, oo0 J. 


k 


300, o00 I. per annum to Great-Britain, with- 
out any conſideration or purchaſe money for 
it; beſides the large amount of freights, and 
other conſiderable advantages both private and 
public; which, in their conſequences, are of ſti}l 
greater importance than the n cauſe to 
this induſtrious and maritime ſtate. AT 


= 
* 5 "2 ; 
J 


= Thus wy | Lade it nini . in 
the groſs, (and it is not neceſſary for a poli- 
tical writer, who treats of cauſes and conſequen- 
ceſs as they affect great empires and powerful 
nations, to be ſo very minute and particular as a 
merchant) 1 ſay, my Lord, it appears, that the 
fiſhery of Newfoundland is of conſiderable, I will 
add of ineftimable value to Great-Britain, in re- 
gard both to EMoLumenT and EmyLoymenT;. 
and likewiſe as a Nuxs ERV for ſeamen to ſerve in 
in his Majeſty's navy, for the protection of this 
iſland: which is carefully watched, and greatly 
envied by many potent and . rivals of 
her trade and commerce. 


In 1 it would be very ealy, f my Lord, 
wt = that the Newfoundland fiſhery and 


trade 
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and by the invaſion of Corſica, and the ſove- 
reignty of the Mediterranean, ſeas ceded to the 
French) would be as tedious to relate, as it 
would be impertinent to give ſuch particular 
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trade are more valuable to Great. Britain than 


brave people like the Engliſh 5 who would eaſily 


| be cruſhed, or, at leaſt, put under very great 


difficulties at the commencement of a vigo- 
rous war, were they to be deprived of this va · 


luable Nurſery of Seamen in the Newfoundland 
trade: which has been, and I hope will always 
continue to be, the greateſt defence and ſupport 
of this kingdom, both in a 2 * 
. N tte 3819 e 96s” 6 252 


10 enumerate 0 the «vl; 3 
bang our Newfoundland trade (which is threat: 


information to a Miniſter of your Lordſhip's 


great natural parts, and vaſt acquired abilities: 
1 ſhall therefore content ä wich obſerving 
. only, that 


Daxr- 


1 


Dax rudurn, Poor, and other ports and pla- 
ces in the weſt of England, depend entirely upon 
the Newfoundland fiſhery; and that Briſtol and 
London are conſiderably concerned in it. So 
that if we ſhould loſe that great branch of our 
commerce, and navigation, and alſo our home 
fiſheries which are ſent to the Mediterranean, 
the nation would loſe the amount of the ſeveral | 
ſums which I have mentioned, as well as the 
many happy conſequences attending that trade. 
London and Briſtol will ſuffer greatly, and the 
ports to the weſt, which have no other depen- 
dance, muſt inevitably and irrecoverably be 


ruined thereby; which will be productive of the 


following fatal conſequences : : the nation will be 

burthened with numerous unhappy ſubjects; the 
: Reveyve will decreaſe; and that will conſequent- 
ly multiply our Taxes, which are already un- 


| bearable, and which will increaſe and become 5 


more and more oppreſſive in proportion as the 


ſujbect! is leſs able . theſe er events) | 
to * them. ef 17 


Bur, my Lord, theſe alarming apprehenſions 
terrible as they certainly arc!) would make but 
— 
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a part of our loſs, if the fiſhery of Newfoundland 


ſhould fall a ſacrifice to the French, by the loſs 


of our Mediterranean trade; which is now in 
more danger than many perſons in the higher orders, 
who are ot a ſleepy diſpoſition, ſeem to appre- 
hend; and who, dreaming (for it is no better) of 


a, general peace, fo ſuitable to their want of na-' 


tional virtue, and to their thoughtleſs inactivity, 
cannot be perſuaded concerning the apprehen- 
ſions of an approaching war, and the fatality 
attending a great commercial. ſtate whenever it 
ſhall be ſurpriſed into it unprepared. Shame to 
all ſuch Britons! But the diſgraceful neglect of 
theſe uſeleſs members of the community adds 
luſtre to the U character of your Lord- 
ſhip— 


-who can' Juſtly ſay, after the Roman 
Patriot, and with as much truth, always atten- 


tive to diſcharge the duties incumbent on me, I have 
4 mind free from Jef NO and 1 have an _ | 
fame. 


MY 


| Thave mentioned, my Lord, that the ruin ef our 
commerce to the Straits, and the loſs of our fiſh- | 
eries, and other branches of trade which are de- 


deepending 


1 
pending on the Mediterranean ſeas, would toge- 
ther be but a part of our loſs; perhaps it would not 
; be one half. For if we loſe the Italian, Spaniſh 
3 and Turkey trade (which will be followed by 
chat of Portugal,) we ſhall certainly be ſucceeded 
therein by the French, who will reap all theſe 
great benefits and advantages! in conjunction with 
the Spaniards; who, as well as the Neopolitans, ; 
and all who are united by the Family Compatt, V 
conſider as one and the ſame nation under the 
influence and government of the grand Mo- 
narch; who having this addition of Wiarrn, 
5 Connrxer, and STRENGTH, it will be a dou- 
ble loſs to us, by its adding fo much power to 
our enemy: and indeed, my Lord, ſo great will be 
their acquiſition, and our loſs, that we ſhall then 
have effectually taken the weapons and ſine ws of 
war out of our own hands to put into thoſe 
of our natural and indefatigable Enemies, to fight 
and deſtroy us when ever they pleaſe; Which, 
| after the loſs of our trade, they might very eaſily 
compaſs, even without the aſſiſtance of the Spa- 
niards and the reſt of the French allies in the 
Straits: for in caſe of ſuch a prodigious loſs to 


us 


r 20 H 


us and addition of wealth and ſtrengtb io them. 
we ſhall not have any power of refiſtance. A 
terrible "On W ! n even to think of! 


"Thanks my EY 1 Fn. epi zcyond the 
power of contradiction, that the various operati · 
ons of the Newfoundland trade make it immenſe- 
ly. valuable to Great Britain; and I have likewiſe. 
demonſtrated, that this valuable part of Britiſh. 
commerce depends entirely upon our Mediter-, 
rancan trade, as it is ſelf-evident we have no o- 
ther vent for the fiſn, nor any other reſource for 
Py that trade. Whence it follows, very naturally, 
that we ſhould give all poſſible and immediate at- 
tention. to the preſervation of theſe great national 
objects, or rather to their Cavsz, which is the Me- 
diterancan trade, upon which our ſeveral great 
fiſheries, and our numerous and valuable manufac- 
tures entirely depend. For if that great ſource of 


Ixpusrnr, COMMERCE, and W ALTE ſhould be 

neglected, then many thouſands of his Majeſty's. 
ſubjects muſt be inevitably ruin'd, or to ſpeak, 
more to the purpoſe, for want of chat national . 
Source of wow r. the Nation will be 
involved 


| l 2r 3 

involved in unbearable Drars, which will acce- 
lerate her ruin, and render it abſolutely inevi- 
table: and all this evil will be occaſioned by 
ſuffering the French to invade and poſſeſs the 
iſand of Corſica, and the ſovereignty of thoſe 
ſeas ; with which our Mediterranean trade muſt 
4 certainly fall to them for ever. An event which 
1 appears to me to be their preſent great aim, 
1 and the true occaſion of their attempts upon Cor- 
ſtca, under pretence of defending the Genoeſe 
Y againſt their rebellious ſubjects the Corſicans; 
which is, w_ Lord, i in m e a ro ng gr 
of pg 


ib eee amn of theſe pd 
circumſtances and well grounded apprehenſions, I - 
; humbly beſeech your Lordſhip immediately toſtep 
forth the patron of our moſt important branches 
of commerce, and our only natural ſources of pri- 
vate and public wealth, which I have ſuccinctly 
but clearly proved depend, in a great meaſure, | 
upon the preſervation of Corfica, and the aſſiſting | 
the Corficans immediately, that they may be e- 
| pabledto'rura the French off the hand Fr 
e 1. 


[122 1] 


if, thro” our puſillanimity, they are ſuffer'd to 
gain ground on the iſland, and to obtain the 
1 fovereignty of Corſica and the Mediterranean 
1 ſeas too, we may bid adieu to the Straits trade for 
1 ever; and conſequently to our commerce to Italy, 
= Turkey, Spain and Portugal. And what will then 
become of our fiſheries, and woollen manufac- 
F tures? And, in particular, what will then become 
| of our induſtrious people of — rag who 
ſend) * manufactures to e W 


ie we Se Abies ts vm of he 1 
bundland trade, with how much more reaſon 
| ought we to be ſo at preſent, when the French 
(not content with a part) lay a deep ſcheme for the 
whole; which möſt fall with the Mediterranean 
| 8 Trade without their attacking us in America, or 
145 B even without their being at any trouble or ex- 
| [ pence about it. This, my Lord, would be a 
fine, or rather a refined ſtroke of policy; as glo- 
rious on r their! * as it * be nn on 
ours. "Vx farts A es te 
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I could, in my zeal for my Country, and for 
the credit of your ann $ adminiſtration, write 
Aa volume 
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a volume upon this: important ſubject, but it 
would be rude in me to expatiate more thereon toa 
Miniſter who is ſo well acquainted with the com- 
mercial intereſt of this Nation; ſo well verſed in 
the ſyſtems and intereſts of other ſtates, and who 


Ul 


is likewiſe extremely zealous to promote the vaſt 


f deſigns of this ſuperior trading Kingdom, in ſpite 
of the powerful efforts of our numerous rivals 
of the Houſe of Bourbon and her allies, I ſhall 


therefore content myſelf with only ſuggeſting a 
a few hints, and leave them to your Lordſhip's 
conlideration and ſo draw to a concluſion of * | 


Epiſtle, which is only intended to give the a- 


larm of danger, that the breaſt of every Britiſh 55 
Miniſter may be warmed with a noble and anxi- 
ous concernment for the ſafety, intereſt, and 
glory of his Country, and for the preſervation of 
other ſtates, from the deep laid deſigns of our 
ambitious and reſtleſs rivals, and natural enemies 


the French: a glorious cauſe! my Lord, the ſuc- 


ceſs of which depends, in a great meaſure, upon 


the moſt expeditious and ſpirited meaſures of 


your Lordſhip's department 1 in favour of the 


brave Corſicans. 


ö . 


Suffer 


— 
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| Suffer me then, my Lord, to recommend the 
immediate ſtep of revoking the probibition of com- 
merce with Corfita, in order to prevent the fatal 
conſequences I have mentioned; and which, it 
is more than probable, muſt otherwiſe happen, 
to the irreparable loſs of this Nation, which will 
be conquered in Corfica if we do not, in due time, 
adyert to the danger, and adopt the beſt calcu- 
lated meaſures to prevent it. We ſhould not he- 
ſttate a moment about theſe meaſures, nor ſuffer 
the ſmalleſt delay in the councils of ſtate about 
ſupplying the Corficans with the neceſſary ammunition 
und money, and about ſending (not an expenſive 
and powerful fleet) but 6 ſquadron of obſervation 
into the Mediterranean Seas, to watch the motions 
of the French and to aid and aſſiſt our allies; 
and not to parade about, or to cruiſe with a 
view of making haſty fortunes for the imperious 
naval commanders, as often happens upon ſuch 
occaſions, to the diſgrace and prejudice, and even 
to the danger of this nation, as I have frequent- 
ly obſerved, during a long refidence- abroad, 
with great concern and * 5 l 
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If theſe wiſe ſteps ſhould, be expeditiouſly. taken, 
we ſhall have no reaſonable fears on the account 
of the ſpirited Corſicans, nor auy apprehenſions 
about our trade and the peace of Europe. For 
then, my Lord, the brave iſlanders (animated 
vith the noble ſpirit of true patriotiſm, and in- 


ſpired with the paſſions of their generous allies) 


| will, from principles of ſelf-preſervation and gra- 
titude, unanimouſly and chearfully oppoſe the 
common enemy to our common intereſt : and a 
ſenſe of friendſhip to their protetors will power- - 
fully co- operate with their native and noble . 
0 ſtruggles for liberty; andi in proportion as they 
preſerve that, and ſecure their own independen- 
cy and property, they. will protect our com- 
merce, and ſecure the general peace and the bal- 
lance of European power: which are all threat- 
ened, and, in my opinion, are the true objects 
of the invaſion of Corſica by the French; who, 
there is reaſon to apprehend, have made that 
iſland the foundation of their ambitious views 
in the Mediterranean, and which bid very fair for 
ſucceſs, if they ſhould not be very ſoon prevent- : 
ald by the Engliſh Miniſtry; which (I am ſorry to 
oe e 2 55 dy 


— | 
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F 
ſay it) ſeems buſy about words while their rivals 
are all 1 in alien. | 


In caſe of another war, what ſhall we do, 
my Lord, to temper inteſtine diſcord and party 
rage? to create harmony and acquieſcence in A- 


merica ? and to protect HAN VER and Coxs CA? 


It is well known that immenſe treaſure has al- 
ready been ſpent i in the protection of Hanover, 
| for which our diſcreet continental allies have been, 
and will be, well paid and ſuperabundantly re- 


5 munerated, at the expence of our folly, as we cer- 

: tainly have no great, or perhaps any occaſion for 
ſuch connections; but it is juſt, very juſt, my Lord, 
| that fools ſhould be made to pay for their folly, 

: and that ſtupidity ſhould pay for inſtruction. It 
is hoped, however, that as we have had ſuch re- 
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peated leſſons of policy, at our coſt, we ſhall, 


„* 


in caſe of another war, have the common ſenſe 
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not to fall into the ſame egregious political er- 


wor e W 


rors, which have coſt us ſo dear, and brought 
upon us the odious but juſt deriſion of all ſenſible 


foreigners. I mean no malevolent reflection, 
but 


( 27 J 
but my zeal for the honour of Miniſters, and for 
the glory of my Country, fires my breaſt with in- 
dignation at ſuch monſtrous abſurdities, incon- 
ſiſtencies, and incongruities; which are calculated 
to promote private purpoſes at the expence of the 
WI in general and at the hazard of the ſtate. 


The fove « af. one's country is true glory, and 
much, as I am convinced in my own mind, 
powerfully inſpires your Lordſhip with the feel- | 
ings of this N ation and the paſſions of other 
| ſtates, (whoſe preſervation and felicity depend on 

our's) and warms your noble breaſt with the moſt 
1 many and anxious concernment for the gene- 
ral good. I therefore hope ſoon to find your Lord- 
ſhip as warm in the cauſe of Corſica, as others 
have been i in that « of Hanover; ; with this advan- 

tage, that they were (at great expence) deluded by i 

the Suabow, while you will be engaged in Pur- 
ſuit of the SUBSTANCE; ; and, at an eaſy rate, 
will make an acquiſition (or prevent a loſs) of in- 
eſtimable value; and, by one ſingle meaſure, you 
8 will make your name as illuſtrious in the Annals 
of all European Nations as that of the victorious : 


Marlborough | 
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Marlborough of our own Country, or the cele· 
1 brated Colbert, the great e of a — 


t 1 1 


bouring kingdom. a 


* Hanover ich coſts nj; and prodiicay 
nothing to Great Britain) can be deemed i impor- 
tant to the Engliſh, ſurely Corſica, upon which 


many valuable branches of our trade ſo evident- 
ly depend, muſt be ſuperlatively fo and, con- 
ſequently, in a degree infinitely greater, wor- | 
_ thy of our immediate attention and protettion. Why 
L then, my Lord, do we any longer heſitate about 
it? A powerful diviſion among ourſelves at home, 
2 and | in our Colonies, muſt greatly weaken the 
ſtate, and diſtract our Councils. But a powerful 


a 


diviſion o on the Continent againſt Hanover, and 
a a formidable one in the Mediterranean Seas 

| againſt ( Cors1ca and our COMMERCE will embar- 

raſs us with a witneſs. And yet they are fuch 
events as never appear poſſible to many ſervants 
of the Government until they have happened, 
and until they are paſt a all remedy. Then burry | 
| and buſtle, confuſion and diftraftion take place, 
which make a fine harveſt for the ſons of igno- 


4 of "Re BIY rance, 
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293 
rance, idleneſs and corruption. Then, my 
Lord, the whole poſſe of officers, favorites, 


paraſites, ſtrumpets, buffoons, fidlers and 
pimps, gather together in ſhoals to ſuck, like 


 leaches, the blood of their unhappy Country; 
to the reproach and danger of the ſtate, and to 

the j joy of its enemies, who take every advantage 
of our Whos indolence, and want of public 


1 your. Lordſhip's es for this « juſt 


den occaſioned by innumerable inſtances in 
the | times preceding your active adminiſtration, 
and return to Corſica, which Teft under an abſo- 
Jute: neceſſity of being immediately affifted by Great 
Britain with ammunition and money, and the ifland 
5 guarded by a ſquadron of bis Majeſty's ſhips, com- 
manded by Mxx, not beardleſs boys ; who, inſtead 
of doing the duties of their ſtation, are tempted 
to make frequent excurſions to the amicable 
: ſhores of Italy, and to the luxuriant arms of 
5 Ciciſbeas; where Neptune and Mars reſign their 
N to Venus, and where, inſtead of the com- 


mand 4 


ener e n 
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mand of Britiſh ſhips of war, they really have no 
other command than that of a Cazzo. 


I bluſh, 1 Lord, for this vulgar but juſt 
obſervation; not for myſelf, | but for thoſe who, 
having abandoned every thought of duty and 
reputation both private: and public, give occaſion 


82 


for the expreſſion. e 3T cit e 


When the Wan Corſicans are r they 5 


wil chearfully, boldly, and bravely fight it out 


with the French and Genoeſe; and 1 promiſe I 


your Lordſhip, that we ſhall ſoon have the plea- 


ſure to hear the French have reſign'd the palm 


of victory to our ſpirited allies; and then your 
Lordſhip, as the noble inſtrument, will receive the 


merited approbation and applauſes of the commu- 


nity, for ſecuring our trade to Italy, Spain, Portu- 
gal and Turkey (upon which our Newfoundland 
and home F ISHERIES as well as our manufactures 
chiefly depend), and for preſerving the general 3 
tranquillity of Europe. In a word, fuch will be 
the glory of this meaſure that your Lordſhip 
will, by this ſingle ſtep, « do more real ſervice to 


thi is 


E b 


chis Nation, in particular, than all the advantages 
ſhe reaped by the laſt war, after great trouble 
and immenſe expence of blood and treaſure. A 
noble field of action der a POO Miniſter! Of 
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It is therefore ada that you have now, my 


9 „ RE 


Lord, a glorious opportunity ro gain, that which 
is true popularity, the unlimitted eſteem of the 


Sovereign, and the warm affections of his people. 


In ſhort, your Lordſhip has now a fine opportu- 


% nity to endear yourſelf for ever to your compatri+ 


ots, and to immortalize the illuſtrious name of 5 


9 8 9 - 
Shelburne. | | SLIP 
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Suffer me then, my Lord, rom che liable 


. Mmottocz Gf 'zeal; for the glory of an excellent 


Prince, for the intereſt of my country, and 
for the honour of your Lordſhip, to intrude 
a little longer upon your patience; and ob- 


ſerve (as a farther conſideration to invite the 


. miniſtry to aſſiſt the Corſicans and rid themſelves 
of the French and Genoeſe), that beſides our 


uſual commerce to the Mediterranean, and the 


ran and balance of youne? in Europe, the 


1 5 trade 


. 


0 2 : : | w_ - ME 
. 3s S n . * As g 2 uw at} - _ 21 Sr 7 d Fs l e r — 2 » * ye 5 0 
Ne *. . * r * 2 þ p< a * 
1 : 008 1 "I , 's 7 0 HU I e [ —_— —— ; SOS 4 5 3 n 8 5 bo = FE . _— N 1 2 
: 8 ran] * 1 , en 4 . * — : 1 _—_— 8 ws 222 1 * . * 3 2 2 — 2 . . N 6 . 
= "at Tate a Ir : „ 8 . 0 g Yo 4 . — n- * ö — » q " \ * 1 
2 r. n + W N D 7 *% 1 > | * 7 a * - n © 4 «© VX "4 Lk a . _ I A , m— — 71 
- : a 2 4 * * — - : - wm 2 —2 - . p » — by — vo 2 185 
* = — "oy 8 | LF 6 44 | 24 ” . | "8 * . 3 8 0 — 2 q BL” x 22 5 * * F e — 
+ 4 ä i 2 Y _ 2 A 2 " „ - * + 4 — p > . . 5 ; = — — 1 bad * y — n y 8 — 3 5 — -&" 6-4 oy — — 
4 F — : I VP 7 => 9 8 2 PIES pry _ £ . 2 <=. — : 8 , _ - — ws 7 1 . 1 1 9 a 
1 r — od — —— — : y — 7 . — y — < f . 5 p 7 Q 4 , 5 P n b 14 , \ 
w oh 2 b — — "th. . _ . — . mat n 8 * 2 5 mY 
—— — > 4 — —„—-— » - — © al an „ — * 2 "© — 2 9 " * : * p 
CIS = 2 — ; — — . by . ; _ : 2 1 : * ** : » — r * . 2. 2 Ss 
-_ RY > 4. — — ic, - — 4 8 : — 7 * E « a — * bt — . — —— 33 — — : — 8 . : — - g 
— . N 4 1 . — N . 1 3 * — Ne - 99 + — 4 - . 
. - —— i: : . 2 7 : . ow D : ” Th , 0 — 0 5 es — — . * 
* — * * * , 5 ** my 2 9 * N 4 N 7 7 * F hes a ee E — = — — 1 8 * A 3 . > 200 : i : f 
* . ; . - * 2 * ay . * . «0 » ©; x 2. "Ta , 99 5. 2 H . — > + wo 2 2 as «y — : : g 
hs = * :- . -. , - : - — 7 — 4 K CEE WW 420 N * . bo — a : 4 0 T 1 . n * . — 
y , 14 . * 4 a YE 3 A a foe — — — * Vs 0 * . : n — go e e 4 8 8 — * 2 8 a" 3 - i Y _- + 3 * : - 
+. * « »- 4 * b K — — — 2. . ed 44 5 e aac — n 2 ——_— — a 5 — mann " ws” p wy. * 4 4 Y „ - V 
* 33 25 8 * "po 5 > ; > OO e 0 8 2222 — * x = — z 4s” 2 2 < 5 = 2 Ce 4 2 WW ye 4 0 Ku 2 b 
* A p SS q * * 2 ir one — . . 
— * . — wv 5 * ö 
4 N * — 4 ns ; wie 2 5 i - ; : 
b ” 
- ö * - 
; 2. 4 a >. * 1 f 2 4 — 4 
0 5 F 7 
4. 1 * 1 8 2 5 8 MY 
2 5 f I N 3 
: WF 4 b - * 4 
5 6 We --& . * 
” . * 4 : * 


kde to-Corfics would, of itſelf, be a valuable 
acquiſition to Great Britain, and ought there. 
fore to be a great inducement for the Engliſh 
to protect the Corſicans againſt the invaſion of 
the French, and Genoeſe, and nr Allies, uni- 
ted Thy: the n. 3 
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Mr, Boſwell computes the hang may x. * 


240,000 inhabitants (great and ſmall) in Cor- 
ſica; which (after their republic is eſtabliſhed | 
and a trade ſettled with them) I calculate may 
_ conſume of our Woollens, Birmingham Manu- 
factures, Fiſheries, and other neceſſary articles for 
the ſupport and uſe of a nation, to the annual 
amount of 3 J. per head, great and ſmall one 
with another; that is, ſuppoſing us poſſeſſed of ex- 
cluſive privileges of trade to that iſland, which 1 
have no doubt they would grant us from motives 
of policy and gratitudez notwithſtanding it is 
contrary: to the example of the Portugueze, 
whoſe minds-are as unſuſceptible as their bodies 
are enervated, and who are, conſequently, as 
| Incapable of a generous thought as be art un- 


able for noble actions. 
| Twenty 
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7 „Teide, out thouſand Corſicans, at 3 /. han 
, would make an annual conſumption of 720, oo0l. 
of our exports ; ſo that, beſides the many happy 
conſequences of duties and navigation, we ſhould 
probably export to that amount : which would 
be a very conſiderable balance of trade in our 
favour, more or leſs in proportion to their abilities 

to pay, or to make returns for our commodities'y 
otherwiſe it would be trading "we ne ſake 
and to as much loſe to the nation. 


208d cherbfore . my Lord, 
that (in many reſpects, which are of the utmoſt 
importance to Great Britain) it is the intereſt 
of this trading kingdom to protect the Corſi- 
cans immediateſy. I therefore hope your Lord- 
ſhip'sſuperior penetration will point out to you, 
in a more conſequential light than my poor abi- 
lities/are able to expreſs, the abſolute and imme- 
diate neceſſity of revoking the' probibition of 
commerce with Corſica, that the Corſicans may be 
conſidered and ſupported as our allies, and ſup- 
| Plied with the neceſſary warlike ſtores and money 
for a e defence of their hand, * and for 
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often obſerved) the induſtry of this nation, and, 
conſequently, his Majeſty's s REVENUE a de- 
_ 


the ſecurity of our immenſely valuable Mediter- 


ranean and Levant trade, upon which (as I have 


'To canals. : 4 hone hw to lows Pn 


that if the Joſs. of the Mediterranean trade (which 
is the only ſourſe of our fiſheries and other valu- 
able branches of commerce), could be fixed at 
any amount, it muſt, in cauſes and conſequen- 5 
ces, directly and indirectly, be a loſs of ſome 
millions annually to Great Britain; and as it 
would be ſo much gain to our numerous rivals 
of the Family Compact, the acquiſition of 
wealth and power would be of double value 
and ſtrength to them, as it would ſtrengthen 
and enrich them ſuperabundantly; and conſe- 
5 quently, by diſtreſſing us in proportion, it would 
accelerate. our deſtruction: and this, in our pre- 
ſent critical ſituation of debts, taxes, and great 
expences, without that revenue to ſet againſt 


them, would be cap accompliſhed,” and more 


effectually too, than could be done by all the u- 


nited force of our rivals and natural enemies. 
5 e So 


1 


So valuable, my Lord, is true policy, and ſo 
ſuperior is it to all other national contrivances 
whatever. This we have often experienced at 
our coſt, and yet, from a ſtrange infatuation, we 
ſeem hitherto to have been ſo ſtupid and inſenſible 
of the happy effects of it, as not to have learnt 
much from the many leſſons which the French 
have given us of the excellency of this true po- 
litical doctrine. This, i in a nation which makes 

ſuch boaſts of ſuperior wiſdom, is certainly very 

| ſtrange; but the reaſon of it is, the views of for- 

mer miniſters have been confined ſolely to the 
mechanic routine, or pecuniary emoluments of 
5 office, to the reprogeh of . Patriotiſm. 


C 1 kitherrs blk hs of the benefits . 
ariſing from a trade of ExeoRTs 7 have one 
obſeryation more to make, my Lord, and that i 3 
upon Iurok rs. Many people argue about trade 

dor foreign commerce, without knowing more of 
it than the mechanic part. They ſpeak of it as 
; buying and felling affects particular individuals 
or bodies of merchants, without conſidering how 
it operates en both with reſpect to this 
nation 


Is wy & 4 — _ * 
—— > _ — — — a — 
— — g : — r * 
d *. * — * _ 2 ” 
a * 5 = = s 
0 g N » * Pp rr — 8 * - 
2 ates »—& 4 * * — — ; — - ; 2 
* * — a <4 14 oy 1 3 7 
an ? » 1 2 7 y at + £> i * 
” ——— . * a — 3 * 2 
1 þ D by — — — ba 
A 2 = - * o_ — — COPY WAS — — - < 
#1 4 rp 6 do . *% > +a . — 3 
8 X SY - 4 : 2 - 
1 * r 8 4 
Nags «** . 8 A 
me” N — =. att 


e ; 
0 . 12. 


* 
reer 


1 
+ % 
4 
4 

1 
i 


* * > ** n Wa. * Er — 4 


199 | 
nation direct, and as it affects us indirectly, 
by the ſyſtems of other commercial ſtates. CoM- 
MERCE conſiſts of Exports, which give the ba- 

lance of trade in fayour of, and imports againſt 
a nation: and therefore it is manifeſt, that we 
| ſhould encourage as many of the former, and as 
few of the latter as poſſible, But, tho? the few- 
er we have of imports the better, yet there are 
ſome of theſe which, being the principal materials, 
are abſolutely neceſſary for our * and 
we cannot do without them. 55 


The loſs of che Mediterranean trade would 
deprive us of theſe ; and then what will become 
of our rich and extenſive manufactures of ilk 
; and woollens in particular ? What will then be- 
come of many thouſands of good and uſeful. ſub- 

* jects, whoſe ſupport depends entirely upon the 
woollen and ſilk manufactures? Muſt we make 

8 ſhift, in time of war, to go without thoſe ma- i 
terials, and ſuffer many thouſands of uſeful ſub- 
jects (who, when employed, greatly contribute 
to the ſupport and ſtrength of the ſtate) either 
to periſh for want of employment, or to migrate 
in queſt of the common | neceſſaries of life? Or, 
muſt 


4 


197 


muſt we, my Lord, in time of peace, be con- 
tent to have them ſecond hand from our reaſona- 


due rivals the French, or from our conſciencious 


friends the Dutch? I ſay, my Lord, muſt we 


| be ſatisfied to have the very worſt materials, the 
very refuſe of theſe rival nations (at their exor- 
bitant prices, and when it beſt ſuits them) for 
our manufaftures—And this is likely to be the 
caſe, if the French acquire the ſovereignty and 
trade of the Mediterranean ſeas, which will de- 

: prive 1 us alſo of our Commerce to the Levant, If 
our commodities exported do, at preſent, labour 
under inconceivable inconveniencies, and meet 

with great obſtructions at foreign markets on acſ- 

count of the high price of proviſions and labour, 5 1 

they muſt then be under unſurmountable diffcul- 1 

ties, when we are obliged to ſubmit to ſuch terms 

for the principal materials. Tho', indeed, when 

this comes to paſs, we need not be at all con- 
cerned about the. materials, becauſe we ſhall 
then have-little occaſion for manufactures when 
we have loſt the markets of Spain, Italy, Tur- 
© key, and Portugal, which will all fall with Cor- 


ſica. 
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1 
If, after all I have advanced, any perſon 


ſhould object to my reaſons in favour of Corſica, 


and pretend, that tho our Mediterranean and 


Levant tradeare immenſely valuable, they. would 
not be endangered, nor even affected by the loſs of 


that iſland, and the ceſſion of the ſovereignty of the 


Mediterranean ſeas from the Genoeſe to the 
French, I beg leave juſt to obſerve, that ſuch as 
reaſon after this rate, muſt be totally unacquainted 
with the Mediterranean ſeas, and utterly ignorant 
of the ſituation and ſyſtems of the ſeveral poten- 
tates up the Straits, with the reſtleſs ambition of „ 
the Family Compact, and the ſpirit of the 
HAHouſes of Bourbon and Auſtria. It is impoſſible = 
that the intereſts of the ſeveral inferior ſtates in the 
Mediterranean can be protected, and an equilibri- 
um or true balance of power preſerved thro? tha 
means of our poſſeſſions of Minorca and Gibral- 
tar alone, when the French are in poſſeſſion of 
Toulon, Marſeilles, the ports of Spain, Naples, 
| Genoa, and the iſland. of Corſica z which will 
enable them to diſpoſe, as they pleaſe, of the 
iſland of Sardinia, and the Dutchy of Savoy. 
and to take n and unalienable poſſeſſion 'E 


of 


1 39 J 

of the ſovereignty of the Mediterranean ſeas 
(which they have already either uſurped or tak- 
en in conſequence of the ceſſion of the Genoeſe) 
in ſpite of Gibraltar and Minorca, which muſt 
then be ſupported at great expence and trouble, 
without any real benefit to Great Britain: and 
it is not improbable, but when the golden 
ſchemes of the Houſe of Bourbon are put in ex- 
ecution, they may, with the aſſiſtance of the 
Spaniards,” the Moors, and other powers, de- 
prive us allo of thoſ: fruitleſs and expenſive ac- 


1 11 is really aſtoniſhing, that ſo great a mari- 
time nation as England (which is ſſo much con- 
cerned in the Mediterranean and Levant trade, 
and conſequently i in the balance of power up the 
Straits) and ſo many other potentates, ſhould 
look upon the ceſſion of the Genoeſe, in favour 

of the aſpiring French, with unconcern. That 
the little paultry republic of Genoa ſhould cede 
to the French the ſovereignty of the Mediterra- 
nean ſeas, in contempt of theſe ſeveral powers ſo 


56 greatly m.. in that trade, is matter of infinite 


laughter. 
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laughter. What ſovereign right has that con- 
temptible neſt of Ligurians (when compared with 
the greateſt maritime» ſtate, and the greateſt trad- 
ing kingdom in the world) to appropriate to 
themſelves the ſovereignty of the Mediterranean 
ſeas, in which ſo many ſuperior powers reſide and 


trade ? For my part, I look upon this aſſumed 


title, and the ſtep they. have taken in conſe- 
quence, of ceding the ſovereignty of thoſe ſeas 
to France, as a great act of hoſtility againſt Great 
Britain, and the other powers concerned in the 
commerce and peace of Europe. For, if incroach- 
ments (at Neufoundland or at any other place) 
upon our tr ade, have occaſioned diſputes and 
ruptures, ſurely there! is now more reaſon for ſuch 
national and vigorous operations, when the whole 
European trade of this great commercial king- 
dom is inſulted and attacked by the confederacy 
of the powers united by the FamiLy Comeact ? 
For, if the Houſe of Bourbon is ſuffer d to take 
the ſovereignty of the Mediterranean we muſt 
either be totally expelled, or elſe be tributary 
traders to thoſe ſeas and to the Levant—a fine fi- 
gure indeed for a ſuperior trading nation, and for 
. the 


_ * . 


my advice for immediately protecting Corſica 
Mediterranean Seas, mult either be time- ſerving 


EI 


greateſt maritime ſtate in the world ? What a 
Farce muſt this Scene of one political A# make for 
the diverſion and diriſion of our rivals, that boaſt- 


ing Britons (thoſe proud ſons of Albion |) ſhould = 
be the nominal kings, and the French the real 
proprietors and ſovereigns of the European ſeas 
and commerce. To the diſgrace of the preſent 
times, which ſeem to be diſtinguiſhed for pro- 
"compoſition; a MoxsrRER made 
of ignorance and inſolence, ambition and vena- 
* en and ne en 1 10 


Thus 11 maintain * thoſe who ſpeak + . 


people, | whoſe intereſt it is to argue againſt : 
reaſon and common ſenſe, Or - elſe, ignorant 
politicians, who talk for talking ſake ; and there- 


fore, the glaring abſurdities which are broach- 
ed by ſuch venal and narrow minded reaſon- 
ers, are too impotent and ridiculous to me- 
rit a ſerious refutation: | becauſe; the contrary 
is, as I have fully proved, convincingly evi-. 


das and, 3 the ruth of what I have 
8 _ 


a 


had the honour to mention to your Lordſhip,” 
is ſo ſelf-evident to almoſt every individual 
poſſeſſed of common ſenſe, that it is acknow- 
leged by every candid perſon who is capable 
of the leaſt reflection. To prove this, I aſk 
whether there is an Engliſhman this day, even of 
the moſt ordinary capacity, that does not know 
the good underſtanding between the pawer- 
ful Houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria? Can 
any one be ignorant of the reſtleſs ambition 
of both? Is it poſſible that any can be ſo 
; ſtupid as not to ſee, or ſo impatriotic as not 
to be concerned at the tendency of the F ami- 
ly Compact, and the approaches of the Bour- 
bonites to univerſal Monarchy in Europe? And 
whenever that is eſtabliſhed, there is no doubt 
but the revenue and glory of that vaſt and 
valuable commerce will fire their ambitious | 
breaſts with deſires of further acquiſitions.” 
They will then have the finews of war, and ; 
ſtrength enough to drive us from the coaſt of 
Africa. From thence they will, Coloſſus-like, . 
ſtep to America; and if they ſhould poſleſs 
the Newfoundland trade, in conſequence of the 
Mediterranean ſeas and commerce, they will # 
__ 


19 ] 


perhaps undo all that we have long been 
doing in North America at great expence of 
blood and treaſure. After they have compaſſed 
this great work, as their ambition is inſatiable, 
they will ſtep to our Weſt India iſles; and 
laſtly, with ſuch acquiſition of wealth and con- 
7 ſequence, they will not reſt until they have 
overthrown- the Aſiatic empire, and driven the 
| Engliſh Nabobs back to Leaden- hall · ſtreet. 
Thus they will conquer this otherwiſe invincible 
e iland, by deſtroying i its foreign commerce, which 
1 5 Y the rer * and * of the ſtate. 1 


N mY cheſs hai. are 8 important in 4 
| their nature, ſo dhe fatal conſequences of put- 
ing them out of their proper channels, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily create the moſt alarming apprehenſions, 
and terrible inquietudes in the minds of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, whatever our coffee houſe poli- 
ticians may think to the contrary. Theſe men 
cannot carry their thoughts ſo far as to be able, 
:rom preſent cauſes, to penetrate into future con- 
| Janes. They have neither great natural parts, 
nor vaſt acquired abilities to comprehend the 
chain of things, and therefore cannot ſee, that 
what 
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what I have advanced in this Letter is no more 
than the immediate and inevitable conſequences 
of the boundleſs. ambition of. our natural ene- 
mies, and of that one great cauſe, the loſs of our 
| immenſely valuable Mediterranean trade; in 
which the Houſe of Bourbon will: (though it 
is a ſtrange and unnatural connection between 
two great, rival, and - ambitious powers) be 
aided and aſſiſted by the Houſe of Auſtria, 
who will divide the Italian empire between 

themſelves, until their ambition creates a jealouſy 


c and ſets. them together- by the ears. In the 


mean time I ſhould be more concerned than 


8 ſurpriſed, if the powers of - Naples and Tuſ- 


cany were (with the aſſiſtance of their patrons, 
France, Spain, und Auſtria) to ſwallow up 
the little Potentates of Italy *, and entirely abo- | 
liſh and take poſſeſſion of them; neither ſhould | 
I be amazed if they were to attack the quar- 
ters of the ſovereign Pontif, and after abo- 
. the ee der | to make = 


*% 
ITY 


*. Might 3 overpowers FOOL and the claims of the French to the 
 Hittle principality of OE, is an indicqtion 555 their inten dec to that 
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the - reſidence. of ſome ſecular. Prince, either 
of ho Houſe of Bourbon or Auſtria. 


To: thaſ makes. the: Tuſcans and Nea- 
3 would chearfully acquieſce notwithſtand - 
ing their great commerce with England; for 
they are almoſt unamimaus in opinion, that 
they can be as well ſupplied with every thing 
by the French as by the Engliſh, and they 
have a natural predilection for and prepoſſeſſion 
in favor of the religion and manners of the 
1 people of France. And as to Gratitude, for 
any ſupport; and favors they may have receiv- 
ed from the | Engliſh, it is a Farce. The 
the Portugueze, bound by no other ties than 


. intereſt and inclination; and they would not 


ſcruple to make ſome ſacrifice of the former 
= h the Inner. 


255 1* "a W my FP opinion, that the 
__ Britiſh miniſtry would ſhew a very Cote. 


5 judgment if they were to make a friendly 8 


ö l compact with the Pope, the King 2 Saks 


nia, Duke of Savoy, the Venetians, and the 


Corſicans. 


141 


Corſicans. Theſe powers within the Straits, 
aſſiſted. by Great Britain, with the aid of Gibral- 
ter and Minorca, would form a powerful con- 
federacy to oppeſt the Houſes of Bourbon 
and Auſtria ; eſpecially if the Danes, the Dutch 
and the Swedes, who are likewiſe concerned 
in the Mediterranean trade, ſhould join in the 
oppoſition. But I apprehend the ſelfiſh Repub- 
| licans from a great jealouſy of, and a little aver- 
ſion to the Engliſh, are moſt inclined to fide with 
the French; or, atleaſt, to remain neuter; for a 
neutrality has been a great advantage to the na- 
vigation of theſe northen powers, and therefore 
we. may reaſonably - ſuppoſe it is what they 
5 would all prefer; ſo there is no great depend- : 
ance to be made on their aſſiſtance. 
Ikff meaſures for Sins were aa 
adopted and vigorouſly purſued, they would ef- 
fectually fruſtrate the ambitious deſigns of the 5 
French and their allies, and keep trade and power 
in their proper channels; and this wiſe __ ; 


* * in this confedeacy I ops we tall wot fre th Pie of 
Monaco. | 


brium 
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brium will e the peace of Europe per- 
* 


If any perſon ſhould: ſee a connection ſo 
unuſual as that with his Holineſs in a ludicrous 


light, I ſhall only obſerve, that it it is n 
without Fe Mo” , 


1 And as the Pontf is ede and attacked 
on all ſides by the rebellious children of the 
Church, it would be good policy to reduce 


= them, if not to obedience, at leaſt to reaſon, 
by means of the friendſhip of ſtrangers ; z which 5 


is a connection not ſo natural, but often more 
permanent and valuable than an alliance between 
thoſe who are nearly related: for as ſelf- love 
diſcards kindred, ſo intereſt it is the ſtrongeſt tie 
and the ſureſt bond of national friendſhip. Self-. 
preſervation is the firſt law of nature, and in 
my opinion the firſt point of true religion, which 
impoſes the obſervance of that which is moſt 
eſſential to our temporal felicity for the wiſe pur- 
| Poſes of the creation; for until that is firſt eſta- 
bliſhed we can have no true "reliſh. for, nor ſet- 
tled thought after our ſpritual happineſs. . For 


my 


9 


my own part, Water unuſual i it may be, 1 
think it no more unnatural and incongruous to 
be connected politically with the Pope in a 
friendly Compact, than with any other poten- 
tate of the Catholic faith whatover. | 


Theſe ee N auly confillered, * 
hope your Lordſhip, who is poſſeſſed of power- 
ful talents, both natural and acquired, may like- 
wiſe have inflexible virtue to reſiſt the artful 
machinations of the ambitious F amily Compact, 

. in order to prevent, by timely meaſures, the 
fatal events I have been ſpeaking of, which are 
not the effect of a luxuriant or chimerical ima- 
6501 gination, but the well grounded apprehenſions 
j 1 : | | 3 of every intelligent and well diſpoſed Briton. 


Fears which will powerfully operate upon the 
i minds of a ſenſible trading people, who ex- 
tl 8 | pect to be ſoon relieved of them by your 
Ws: 1 £ Lordſhip's active patriotiſm; and I hope they 
| will not be deluded by theſe their reaſona - 
ble expectations: but, if they ſhould be diſ- 
appointed in their high opinion of your Lord- 
ſhip's talents and virtue, our Mediterranean 
trade muſt fall a ſacrifice to the ambition of 
. France, 
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6 > . and our commerce in general, as the _ 
effect of that one great cauſe, will become 
every day more and more precarious and di- 
ſtreſſed; our debts will augment, and taxes 
increaſe, which will further, enhance the price 
of proviſions and labor: it will likewiſe in- 
creaſe the want of employment, the numbers 
of the poof, the diſtreſſes of the artificer, the 
| hardſhips of merchants and navigation; ; and, - 
conſequently, accelerate that deſtruct ion with 
which our debts and incumbrances have long # 
threatened this very "expenſive ſtate, through 
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